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SEVEN 
PLATOON 


THEY HAD A REPUTATION AS THE ROUGHEST 
AND TOUGHEST UNIT IN THE COMPANY. 
THEY HAD EARNED [F THE HARD WAY AND 


4 {T WAS KEPT ALIVE BY THOSE WHO 


SURVIVED THE HARD-FOUGHT BATTLES 


f AGAINST A STRONG AND POWERFUL ENEMY... 


/ | Wi 





MY) 


| chapter. RING OF STEEL 


? 
ik THE MEN OF SEVEN PLATOON HAD FOUGHT ALL 
THROUGH THE NORTH AFRICAN CAMPAIGN. NOW | 
THEY WERE TAKING PART ‘IN THE LONG HARD 
-| FIGHT UP THE LENGTH OF ITALY... 










. , | daddies 


LIEUTENANT SCOTT WAS A BORN FIGHTER WHO HAD 
EARNED THE RESPECT OF HiS MEN ... EVEN OF 
CORPORAL SAM MILLER, THE ROUGHEST AND 


KEEP GOING, BLOKES! _ 


LET ‘EM SEE WHAT THEY’RE I ia — , 


UP AGAINST! 





Ce ee 


FARTHER ALONG THE SLOPE FIGHT : 
PLATOON, BOGGED DOWN UNDER THE {| LOOK AT THAT LOTI 
MERCILESS ENEMY FIRE, WATCHED 


SEVEN PLATOON CHARGE FOWARD... . 
{ THAT‘’S SEVEN FOR YOU, 


ATE! IT'LL TAKE MORE THAN 
A FEW JERRIES TO 
STOP THEM! 


AS SO OFTEN BEFORE ST WAS SEVEN 
PLATOON WHICH SET THE PACE AND DREW f. 
OTHERS ON TO FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE... 





LIKE OTHERS BEFORE IT, THE RIDGE WAS 

TAKEN AND IN THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED Pas 
SEVEN PLATOON WAS WITHDRAWN AND ; 
HELD FOR A FEW DAYS IN RESERVE... 


HEY, CORP, HOW MUCH 
LONGER DO WE HAVE TO SIT 
HERE KICKING UP OUR HEELS? 


SEARCH ME, LEN. BUT 
IF | KNOW SCOTTIE, ITWON'T 
BE MUCH LONGER! ‘ 


LIKE THE CORPORAL, LEN TOPHAM AND | 
GINGER DAWSON WERE GETTING BORED 

WITH THE INACTIVITY, ALTHOUGH THEY  2\\ 
HAD BEEN OUT OF ACTION FOR ONLY s 
TWO DAYS... 


tf HEAR JERRY'S GOT 
BATTERY OF NEBELWERFERS 


TOO RIGHT, THEY HAVE. 
PLAYING THE DEVIL WITH OUR 
BLOKES, THEY ARE, TOO... 





LIEUTENANT SCOTT DROPPED DOWN BESIDE THE THREE MEN... a } . 


GLAD YOU MENTIONED 
THOSE MORTARS. 1 RECKON 
SOMEBODY OUGHT TO DO 
fA SOMETHING ABOUT ‘EM. CALL 
: THE PLATOON TOGETHER. 


NY ey 


JUST WHAT WE 





















I'VE BEEN TAKING A LOOK 
UP FRONT AND FROM WHAT I 
CAN GATHER THEIR MORTARS ARE 
_ SITED BEYOND THE RIDGE... . 
SOMEWHERE AROUND HERE. 
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THE C.0's GIVEN US THE 
AND WE’LL BE GOING 


HOURS TONIGHT. SO PASS THE 
WORD, S 


i an 
TATE. 
J I It \ j | 
| SUK \ \ 
mE pi? 
IT WAS DARK, WITH A RISING MOON, ff a 
WHEN SEVEN PLATOON SLIPPED OUT cueauey cai A 
Ce NTT ee remain” ME, MATEI JERRY'S PRETTY -} “a 
TN THICKONTHE GROUND AW 
ROUND HERE. _ 
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F THERE’LL BE LESS 
OF ‘EM WHEN WE'VE 
FINISHED! 
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WITH THEIR USUAL SELF-CONFIDENCE, SCOTT’S 
MEN CROSSED NO. MAN‘S LAND AND MOVED IN 
THROUGH THE ENEMY’S OUTPOSTS... 





ae : x “y 
es 11, ay _ 
(re / a qasis He : ; 


ato 


ae 


WE’RE WELL BEHIND 
THEIR LINES NOW, SIR. 
. WHERE DO WE GO FROM 
HERE? 


FROM WHAT § COULD 
GATHER THE MORTARS ARE 
OVER TO THE WEST ... NOT MORE 
THAN A COUPLE OF MILES. 
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WITHOUT SEEING THEM... 
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LIEUTENANT SCOTT LED THEM ON, THEN 
SUDDENLY WAVED THEM TO COVER... 
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THE GERMAN SQUAD MARCHED ON 














! WOULDN'T MIND BETTING 
THEY'RE A RELIEF PARTY. WAI 


WHERE THEY’RE GOING. 
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HALF-AN-HOUR LATER HE RETURNED... 
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WE'VE HIT THE JACKPOT, 
CORPORAL! THE MORTARS 
ARE JUST OVER THE HILL. 






WE'LL ATTACK FROM TWO 
SIDES, SERGEANT. YOU TAKE 
HE LF THE MEN AND GO IN 

ON THE LEFT FLANK. (LL TAKE 
THE OTHER HALF FROM THE RIGHT. 
WE'LL GO IN EXACTLY TWENTY 
MINUTES FROM NOW. o 
i 
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VERY GOOD, SIR! 
ALT 





sl - 


S, 
meat eeulllie on 





SILENT AS GHOSTS THE BRITISH 
MOVED INTO POSITION ... 


TR 


RIGHT! 
) LET'S GET 
SA WEAVING! 


SURSTING SUDDENLY FROM THE SHADOWS 
THE MEN OF SEVEN PLATOON BORE DOWN 
ON THE UNSUSPECTING ENEMY... 
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TAKEN COMPLETELY BY SURPRISE THE 
GERMAN MORTAR CREWS FELL BACK... 


CHUCK A GRENADE 
IN THE WORKS, GINGER! 
THAT SHOULD DO 

¢ THE TRICKI 


ONE AFTER ANOTHER THE 
MURDEROUS WEAPONS WERE 
PUT OUT OF ACTION. BUT THE 
GERMANS WERE QUICK TO 
RECOVER... 


we MESSAGE FROM - 
4? HAUPTMANN KREUZNER, HERR W¢ 


INFILTRATED OUR LINES, WE 
ARE TO MOVE IMMEDIATELY! {4 


WITHIN MINUTES A TRUCK 
PACKED WITH WEHRMACHT 
INFANTRY WAS RACING 





2 MEANWHILE SEVEN PLATOON, THEIR 
ba TASK COMPLETED,WERE BEGINNING 


PULL BACK! 
QUICKLY NOW! 


THERE’S MORE OF 
“EM BEHIND US, SIR! 
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HIS WAS NO TIME FOR FINESSE. SEVEN PLATOON 
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fae ( SMACK THROUGH ‘ 
WEPNS, ‘EM, LADSI . 

- me ” arn pee” | a ie 


THE TWO GROUPS MET 
WITH RIFLE BUTTS, FISTS, 
BAYONETS... 


NEVER SAY THAT, 
LAD! WE'RE SEVEN 





BUT SECONDS LATER IT SEEMED THE 
YOUNG SOLDIER WAS RIGHT. WITH THE 
ENEMY ALL AROUND THEM, SEVEN 
PLATOON WERE IN DESPERATE 
TROUBLE. THEN DISASTER STRUCK... 


THE LIEUTENANT’S 
BOUGHT ITI 
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THE SERGEANT WAS NEXT TO GO, CUT DOWN 
BY A WITHERING BURST OF SCHMEISSER FIRE... J 
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stig We FIGHT AND IT WAS HE WHO TRIED To 
Y THE FEW REMAINING MEN... 
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SEVEN PLATOON. ONLY A HANDFUL OF TH | 
BROKE THROUGH THE ENEMY RING WITH 
: ‘ it 


CORPORAL MILLER... 


x (ee 


BUT THE ODDS WERE TOO GREAT, EVEN FOR 7 ie 


ae 


COME ON. 
GINGER! 
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Chapter 2.  RECCE PATROL 


THE PLATOON HAD BEEN ALL BUT WIPED 

OUT, AND IN THE WEEKS THAT FOLLOWED 

J] WAS REFORMED AROUND THE NUCLEUS OF 
oe FROM THE ILL-FATED RAID 


one 


A OPE WE DON'T GET 
SOME STUFFED SHIRT 


MANY OF THE REPLACEMENTS WERE FRESH 
FROM TRAINING CAMP. THEY DiD NOT 
REALLY UNDERSTAND THE SPECIAL AURA 
SURROUNDING SEVEN PLATOON... - 


CAN'T UNDERSTAND 
WHY YOU'RE SO KEEN TO 
GET BACK TO THE 
FIGHTING, CORP. 


allt 
“1 he tT 


TO SETTLE, THAT’S 
WHY! 
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.WE LOST A LOT OF 
GOOD MATES ON OUR LAST 
BRUSH WITH THE JERRIES. 
SURE, WE KNOCKED OUT JERRY'S 
MORTARS BUT IT COST US DEAR. 
WE WON'T BE HAPPY UNTIL 
WE'VE PAID JERRY BACK! 


Pin stl 
MEAN 7 a 
(Mz, 
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i GUESS WE CAN 
UNDERSTAND THAT, 
. CORP. 


1 HOPE SO, SON, 
SEVEN PLATOON’S GOT 
A REPUTATION TO 

LIVE UP TO... 





HURRIED OVER FROM THE HEADQUARTERS 


TWO DAYS LATER, GINGER DAWSON nr Ws mn ye 
J 
BUILDING... Ay 


’ : | ih 
HEY, CORP! 
OUR NEW OFFICER’S 


NOTHING YET. BUT 
HIS OLD MAN MADE A NAME 
FOR HIMSELF IN THE FIRST 
WAR AND HE'S GOT A 
BROTHER WITH A D.S.O. 
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AS SOON AS THEY SAW THEIR NEW 
OFFICER THEY LIKED THE LOOK OF 
HIM. A WEEK AFTER HIS ARRIVAL 
SEVEN PLATOON WERE DETAILED 
FOR THEIR TT PATROL... 


| | 
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LET’S GIVE HIM SOMETHING 

TO BE TOUCHY ABOUT. 








WITH ANY LUCK 
iT LOOKS LIKE WE mon ae 
BE BACK IN sat 
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, °F, it! 














py JERRY'S ABIT 
nf TOUCHY TONIGHT, 
aa SIR! 












BUT THINGS DID NOT WORK OUT THE WAY 
CORPORAL MILLER AND HIS FRIENDS 
EXPECTED... 


TWO HOURS’ HIKING 
AND NOT A JERRY 
IN SIGHT! 


thea 


THEY MUSTHAVE oS 
HEARD SEVEN PLATOON 

vy. WERE BACK. THEY'VE ALL 

PA. GONE HOME TO BERLIN! 


SOON THEY REACHED THE LIMIT OF THEIR 
PATROL AND TURNED BACK TOWARDS 
THEIR OWN LINES... 
e THEY’RE KEEPING OUT OF 
THE WAY AND NO MISTAKE, 


SERGEANT. HAVEN'T SEEN SO 


MUCH AS A RABBIT, 
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NEMA 0 Oy 
1) eae pe WAS A FIGHTING PATROL! 
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4 
IT’S NOT HIS 

FAULT, GINGER, 

WE'LL FIND ‘EM 
NEXT TIME. 4 


BUT THEIR NEXT PATROL WAS TO PROVE 
EVEN MORE OF A DISAPPOINTMENT. IT 
BEGAN THREE NIGHTS LATER... 


NOW REMEMBER, THIS 
1S TO BE A RECONNAISSANCE 
| PATROL. WE ARE TO AVOID ACTION 
UNLESS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. 








JERRIES! AND THEY ¥& 
HAVEN'T SEEN US, SIR! A 


f n 
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IN,” GET BACK, (jp 
yaa corporat |/ [7X 
NAA KEEP DOWN! {2 & 


BUTSIR 


WE CAN TAKE 
‘EMI 


iT WAS CORPORAL MILLER WHO SIGHTED 
THE ENEMY PATROL AN HOUR LATER... 
Y ee) / iy 
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heavy. 


LIEUTENANT BARNDALE SILENTLY LED THE 
i MEN THROUGH THE TREES OVERLOOKING A 
PLATOON FORWARD... i. f WINDING ROAD. THEN... 


= 


LOOK AT THAT 
LOT, SERGEANT! 


RS! 

{ DIDN’T KNOW 
THE JERRIES HAD 
ARMOUR UP HERE! 


FORGET IT, 


: mae ABOUT A Ea \ 7 cetlgey lla dite 


_ GRENADES,SARGE? 
yan — AND THAT’S WHAT WE’RE 
GOING TO DOI 
‘COME ON. 





— 
MILLER LINGERED BEHIND, GAZING HM Z ; 
GREEDILY DOWN AT THE PANZERS... BMS a wy COME-ON, MILLER! & 
te A 4 6GET WEAVING! THIS 
ISN'T A TEA PARTY! 








MILLER TURNED AND REJOINED (Za »h- WHAT'S WRONG WITH as ih 7 
THE REST OF THEPLATOON... §& THIS NEW BLOKE, SARGE? Goon 
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ae ~—s SCOTTIE WOULD HAVE BLOWN Ig 

ty Ad 7] PED THOSE TANKS SKY-HIGH! _ 4 
; w aed 


YOU DO THE SAME. NOW, £ 
COME ON! 
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Chapter3. EXCHANGE OF FIRE 


SEVERAL HUNDRED MILES AWAY FROM THAT 
LONELY ITALIAN HILLSIDE, AN R.A.F, COASTAL 
COMMAND SUNDERLAND WAS QUT ON PATROL... 


ia SHIP ON THE 


STARBOARD BOW, 
SKIPPER! | CAN’T QUITE 
MAKE tT OUTI 



























LET’'S GO 
TAKE A LOOK! 


@00000 0@6 
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i cans aes 
IDENTIFICATION WAS DIFFICULT, BUT AS THEY'VE OPENED 


FIRE! (IT’S THE VON: 
THE SUNDERLAND DIVED LOWER ... _ GERHARDT! 





CAUGHT IN A WITHERING CURTAIN OF FLAK THE 
FLYING BOAT FALTERED, FLAMES LEAPING FROM 
TWO OF ITS ENGINES... 


GET OFF A SIGNAL, 
SPARKS! HURRY! 
I CAN‘T HOLD HER 
MUCH LONGER! 


THE RADIO MESSAGE WAS DULY RECEIVED AND 
THE DESTROYER H.M.S. ANTARES,AT THAT TIME 
ON PATROL,WAS CONTACTED... 


PEGI OG pen 


SIGNAL FROM 
ADMIRALTY, SIRI 


GERHARDT, NUMBER 
ONE! SHE’S BEEN SIGHTED 
NOT FIFTY MILES AWAYI { 





FOR LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
KEITH BARNDALE, D.S.O., SKIPPER 
OF THE ANTARES, THIS WAS A 
CHANCE IN A MILLION... 


FULL AHEAD BOTH! 
STEER ONE-TWO-FIVE! 
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AS ALREADY CLOSING IN WHEN A L 
OUT FINALLY SIGHTED THEIR QUARRY... # 
IEE f4 17) 
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IT’S THE VON 
GERHARDT, ALL . 


Wy oe 7 : Aft) 
RIGHT, SIRI GU, Wy UE: 


tpjjo'| 

Ye whliiify 
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PORT TWENTY! 
[WANT ALL THE SPEED By 


YOU CAN GIVE ME, 


YOU'RE CLOSING WITH 
HER, SIR? SURELY OUR JOB 


iS TO SHADOW AND 
MAINTAIN CONTACT, 


* 


BUT IT’S 


GETTING DARK AND WE 


« 


THAT 1S.OUR JOB 
DON'T WANT TO LOSE 
HER, DO WE? 


NUMBER ONE 


DESPITE HIS CAPTAIN'S ASSURANCE 


THE FIRST LIEUTENANT WAS NOT FOOLED... 


THE CRAZY IDIOT! 
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SHE’S SEEN US, | 
IRi SHE’S TURNING 
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BARNDALE WATCHED THE ENEMY 
ee imac bddiaated HiS GLASSES... p 


"SHE'S HEADING FOR 
THE FOG BANK, NUMBER 
ONE! WE‘LL SOON PUT A 

STOP TO THAT LITTLE GAME, 
STARBOARD TEN! 


THE ANTARES ALTERED COURSE ON A 
HEADING WHICH WOULD CUT OFF THE 
VON SERHANDTS ESCAPE... 


THE ENGLANDER WILL 
HEAD US OFF, HERR 
KAPITANI 


1S A FOOL. THEY WILL 
SOON BE IN RANGE. BRING 
THE FORWARD TURRETS 
TO BEAR! 
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THE FIRST SALVO FELL SHORT AS THE AX cee 
BRITISH DESTROYER VANISHED IN WRN ve ~ < K 
THE FOG... é ree 


’ PORT TWENTY! THEY'VE 
LOST US, NUMBER ONE! 
NOW'S OUR CHANCE! 
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IT WAS DARK AND RAINING WHEN 
THE ANTARES CAME OUT OF THE FOG... 


ON THE PORT BEAM! 
i CAN SEE HER 
BOW WAVE! 
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SS 


MAYBE... MAYBE NOT, 
s NUMBER ONE. WE’LL BE HARD 
2 TO SEE iN THIS LOT. 


COULD BLOW US OUT OF THE 


WATER BEFORE WE’RE EVEN I 
» RANGE. IT WOULD BE SUICIDE 
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PAST THE VON GERHARDT’S BOW WAS ALL | 
, BUT IT WAS ENOUGH... | 
HARD-A-PORT, HELMSMAN! 
STAND BY TORPEDO TUBES! 


THE FAINT GLEAM OF WATER FROTHING 


THAT COULD BE SEEN 
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FP “ZA THE DESTROYER’S TORPEDOES 


THE FIRST GERMAN SHELLS 
ROARED OVER... 


LOG 4 
FIRE ONE! 
FIRE TWO! 

FIRE THREE...! 





EVEN AS THE ANTARES TURNED AWAY A SECOND 
BROADSIDE STRADDLED HER WITH KILLING EFFECT... 
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Pe Te aS 
UCR OS, as THE BRITISH SHIP FOUNDERED THE VON 
OS eae] GERHARDT HERSELF WAS HIT BUT BY ONLY 
ed | ONE OF THE ANTARES TORPEDOES... 
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THE ANTARES WENT TO THE BOTTOM SECONDS § 
LATER — TAKING WITH HER HER CAPTAIN AND 


MOST OF THE CREW... % Ae ’ s ; : 
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Chapter 4. KILLING GROUND 


THE LOSS OF THE DESTROYER AND HER CREW 
a < SHOULD NEVER HAVE HAPPENED. BUT TO THE 
CLAS oS Citi fr tJ PEOPLE AT HOME THE ANTARES’ BATTLE HAD 
Zeke f MADE HER SOMETHING OF A LEGEND AND 

l] 


aa iW / 
we if Jf | KEITH BARNDALE, LIKE HIS FATHER BEFORE 


Fate Y\ | HIM, HAD BECOME A HERO... 
a ry lL 
HAVE YOU HEARD )/ JB WT 
THE NEWS? - | 


DON'TTELLME! YG, 
THE WAR’S OVER AND ZF 
NO-ONE TOLD US! 


NO, YOU IDIOT! ~y 
THISBITABOUT =s_ WB 
_ BARNDALE’S BROTHER... 9M 
Pi , x y 
WON 
RQ a WHY THE HECK 
f WS ~~ / CAN'T OUR BLOKE 
ASRS ~. . BE LIKE THIS? 
& Ae 
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THE NEWSPAPER WAS EAGERLY YOUNG BARNDALE’S 
PASSED AROUND THE PLATOON... A GOOD OFFICER, MILLER. 
WE CAN‘T ALL BE HEROES! 
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TOO RIGHT, 
SARGE! HIS 

BROTHER MIGHT 

BE A HERO, BUT 

WHERE'D IT GET 

HIM? HE’S DEAD 

AND SO ARE MOST AWS 

OF HISMEN. 4 


BROKEN THROUGH IN 
STRENGTH ON OUR LEFT 
FLANK, WHICH LEAVES 
US OUT ON A LIMB. WE'LL 
HAVE TO PULL BACK ACROSS 
THE RIVER BEFORE WE‘RE 
SURROUNDED, STEVE. 


I'LL. GET ON 
TO IT RIGHT AWAY, 





CORPORAL MILLER HEARD 
THE ORDER IN DISGUST... ON YOUR FEET, 
MILLER! WE'RE 
PULLING BACK! 
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Ake : LL 2. , 
SERGEANT CARTER HAD NO TIME TO ARGUE. 
THE OTHER PLATOONS WERE ALREADY 
PULLING OUT... 


DON'T ARGUE, 
CORPORAL! GET 
GOING — THAT'S 
AN ORDER! 
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iH. ENTIRE COMPANY WITHDREW IN GOOD a yj 
ORDER, BUT AS STEVE CHECKED ON SEVEN 
PLATOON HALF—AN—HOUR LATER... <f f 


WHERE'S 
CORPORAL 
MILLER? 


DAWSON AND 

- TOPHAM ARE 

MISSING, TOO, 
SIR. 


: Lik te 


] THEY DID NOT HAVE FAR TO LOOK. SUDDENLY ra THE CONFOUNDED eg el 
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STEVE STUDIED THE FAR BANK FOR Fy — 
A FEW MINUTES. THEN... a ae 


THE GERMANS 
HAVEN'T MOVED INTO 
THAT GULLY ON THE RIGHT, 
SERGEANT. THOSE THREE 
IDIOTS COULD GET AWAY 
DOWN THAT. 


“YES, SIR. JF THEY 
KNEW ABOUT IT. 


Wid 
Bll 


? y =yyh — 
a js i re eg: ie at yy” ANDWITHOUTA ~% 
4 he 7@y RADIOTHERE’SNO 
Mt. ‘ 7 WAY WE CAN TELL THEM. \ 
ait] THERE'S NOTHING ELSE 
és 4) FOR IT — I'LL TAKE TWO 
OSA. MEN WITH ME AND TRY [ 
—_ AND GET THEM OUT. 


IT’LL BE RISKY, 
SIR. YOU’LL BE PUTTING 
YOUR HEAD ON THE ae 
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STEVE GAVE A GRIM LAUGH... 


DON'T THINK. 
YM BEING AHERO, 
SERGEANT. THOSE THREE © 
IE1OTS AS YOU CALL THEM 
ARE MY MEN AND MY 
RESPONSIBILITY. THAT'S 
WHAT THESE PIPS ON MY 





STEVE ASKED FOR, AND GOT TWO VOLUNTEERS RAPY 
TO GO WITH HIM AND PREPARED TO RE-CROSS AWZ@ 
THE RIVER... 


USE SMOKE 
GRENADES, SERGEANT. 
MAKE THEM THINK WE’RE 
LAUNCHING AN ATTACK ON BR 
THE OPPOSITE FLANK. 4 


ie ar 


RIGHT, SIR. 
GOOD LUCK. 
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THE SERGEANT WAITED UNTIL THE [i OKAY, YoULOT! \\ag 
THREE MEN ENTERED THE WATER... _ LET'S SEE SOME ACTION! Vag @gY 
GET THAT BREN WORKING, > a= 
THOMPSON! KEEP JERRY'S / 
HEAD DOWN! 


SURE THING, 
SARGE! 
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SMOKE WAS BILLOWING FROM THE FAR 
BANK AS STEVE AND HIS MEN INCHED 


WATCH YOUR 
FOOTING, LADS, 





MAKE FOR THAT 
GULLY, GREEN! AND 
KEEP IT QUIET! 





THE JERRIES HAVE 
GOT A SPANDAU UP 
THERE, SIR! 





WHAT ARE THE 
ENGLANDERS 
DOING? 


THE GERMAN GUNNERS WERE TOO BUSY WATCHING | 

THE BILLOWING SMOKE TO NOTICE THE THREE MEN 

RUNNING FOR THE GULLY BELOW THEM... 
nan ae 


CORPORAL MILLER WAS EQUALLY PUZZLED... WHATEVER’S GOING 
ON, IT'S NOT HELPING 

4 _US ANYI WE'RE REALLY 

44 UP THE CREEK THIS 


SPANDAU'S GOT US! 


a7 WE'VE GOT TO DO 
18/ A) SOMETHING, CORP 
Se Vg AND QUICK! _, 


MEANWHILE, IN THE SHALLOW GULLY, STEVE 
BARNDALE HAD CRAWLED WITHIN RANGE OF 
THE ENEMY SPANDAU... 
a Se Be STE ae 
a JUST A FEW 
MORE YARDS... fa 
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SUDDENLY, HE LEAPED TO HIS FEET AND 
TRIGGERED THE TOMMY GUN... 
his, 
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GRENADES, 
NOBBY! QUICK! 





ALERTED BY THE SUDDEN BURST OF FIRING 
OTHER GERMANS WERE MOVING FORWARD... 


TURN THAT GUN 
ROUND, GREEN! WE'LL 
LET ‘EM HAVE A TASTE OF. 
ae OWN MEDICINE! 
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GET MILLER AND 
THE OTHER TWO WHILE 
{ COVER YOU! 
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THE GERMANS WERE STOPPED BY THAT VICIOUS | 
BLAST AND STEVE TOSSED A GRENADE UNDER 
THE GUN AND RAN AFTER THE OTHERS... 
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CRIKEY! IS THAT 
BARNDALE? | DIDN'T 
THINK HE HAD IT iN 


SAFE AND SOUND, 
SERGEANT. THANKS 
FOR THE COVER. 


ll } 
By, gig 
f fy hing WY) pe 
Ne MET a i Zig Aiits YY 
) Pai sg en Aes ZY) 


\ 
Z aia. . m 


2 Lg 
te” ‘4 


Y 
ogy 
Uy 


Py tema bh 


oo, 
Zl i 


‘4 
Y, 
/ 





49 
STEVE TURNED ANGRILY ON THE THREE MEN | . 
THEY HAD JUST RESCUED... : . 
a* Kd od 


V/ 





YOU'RE A FOOL, 
CORPORAL MILLER. 
Vy YOU MAY BE ABLE TO 
1 FIGHT, BUT BECAUSE OF YOUR & 
STUPIDITY AND LACK OF 


4 DISCIPLINE GOOD MEN HAD 


TO RISK THEIR LIVES TO PULL 
A\ YOU OUT OF THAT HOLE! 


l 


a7 WON'T HAVE MEN’SLives 
fs THROWN AWAY. FROM NOW ON 
qe, ord ?# ,°« (YOU WILL OBEY ORDERS OR I'LL 
a HAVE THE THREE OF YOU BEHIND 
BARS FOR THE REST OF THE 
WAR. GOT !T? 





TWO DAYS LATER, SEVEN PLATOON AND THE REST OF THE COMPANY 
RE—CROSSED THE RIVER, THIS TIME WITH ARMOURED SUPPORT. THE 
GERMANS FELL BACK AND THE ADVANCE ROLLED ON IN TO THE 
CASTELITO PASS. THEN... 


THE NARROW MOUNTAIN ROAD BECAME A KILLING | 29” WE'LLHAVETO “qlee 
GROUND FOR THE ARMOUR. THE HIDDEN GERMAN | ZY PULLTHE TANKS We 
GUNS OPENED FIRE ON ANYTHING THAT MOVED BACK. TELL BRIGADE 
WITHIN RANGE... WE CAN'T GO AN INCH 
2 — rere y—~>—_M FARTHER UNTIL THOSE 
2B ‘7 7078 $7 « Mee Pf j 7 THOS 


B), GUNS ARE TAKEN OUT! / 
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AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE SHOWED 
THAT THERE WERE EIGHT GUNS 

mm RANGED ALONG THE CASTELITO PASS. 
EIGHT GUNS THAT HAD HALTED THE 
ADVANCE OF AN ENTIRE ARMY... 


WE'VE CHECKED 
y EVERY INCH OF GROUND, 
COLONEL. THE ONLY WAY WHAT ABOUT 
FORWARD IS THROUGH a THE R.A.F.? 
THE PASS. BUT OUR OWN 
ARTILLERY CAN'T BE 
BROUGHT TO BEAR ON 


ide THOSE EIGHT Y—EIGHTS. THEY'VE TRIED 


ALREADY. BUT THE 
GUNS ARE SITED IN 
CAVES BLASTED OUT 
OF THE ROCK FACE. 
BOMBS CAN‘T REACH 


(a 
4 : . 

® THEN IT’LL HAVE 

TO BE INFANTRY. 





“C* COMPANY ARE 
UP WITH THE ARMOUR. 
THEY'LL HAVE TO GET TO 
THOSE GUNS SOMEHOW, MAJOR, 
AND SILENCE THEM! AND I DON'T 7. 
CARE HOW THEY DO IT. 


VERY GOOD, 
SIR. LL TELL 


WITHIN HOURS, SEVEN PLATOON FOUND 
THEMSELVES PULLED OUT OF THE LINE. 
FOR THE NEXT TWENTY FOUR HOURS 

THEY UNDERWENT A CRASH COURSE IN 
DESCENDING A CLIFF—FACE BY ROPES... 

















COME ON, 
DAWSON! WE 
HAVEN'T GOT 
ALL DAY! 





I'M DOING 
ME BEST, SARGE! 


aa 
Vey. 






WHAT'S ALL THIS 
JN AID OF, SARGE? 47 } 

















THE SERGEANT SHRUGGED. 
HE KNEW AS LITTLE AS ANY- 


ONE, THEN STEVE WALKED 
UP.... 













THAT'S ENOUGH, 
SERGEANT! THEYRE 
AS GOOD AS THEY’LL 
EVER BE., 





VERY GOOD, 







THE EIGHTY—EIGHTS IN 
CASTELITO PASS, SERGEANT. 
’ EVEN CORPORAL MILLER 
SHOULD FIND THAT 
SUFFICIENTLY EXCITING, 
DON’T YOU THINK? 





THANKFULLY, THE MEN OF SEVEN PLATOON 
STOOD DOWN. : 


TELL THE MEN TO 
GET SOME REST OVER 

THE NEXT FEW HOURS, 
SERGEANT. 
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MAYBE HE 
NOT SUCH A BAD 
BLOKE, AFTER 
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GINGER! 


TWO! D'YOU WANT ¥% 
oeen THE JERRIES TO KNOW FS 
WE’RE HERE? 


| RECKON OUR 
LIEUTENANT’S 
SHUT UP, YOU 


LEARNING, 
GETTING US A REAL 


JOB FOR A CHANGE. 
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Chapter 5 


Se BON 


AT EXACTLY 0100 HOURS THAT NIGH 
| THE MEN OF SEVEN PLATOON CROSSED 


‘| THROUGH THE GERMAN LINES... 





TRICKY, SIR. 
oy? 
f, a 


THE PLAN WAS FOR THE PLATOON TO WORK ITS THIS RAIN’S GOING J, / 
WAY ALONG THE RIDGE ABOVE THE GUNS, THEN y) TO MAKE THE ROPEWORK 


TO USE ROPES TO DROP DOWN ON THEM FROM 


. 


IT CUTS BOTH 
7 WAYS, SERGEANT. IT 
WILL ALSO MAKE IT HARDER 
FOR JERRY TO HEAR US. 





FOR THE NEXT TWO HOURS THEY CAUTIOUSLY AAI mi me LAT 
INCHED THEIR WAY UP THE BACKBONE OF THE wl Mh Hi pt iH My ih 
RIDGE. Wy fi 7 
‘THERE'S THE 
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RIGHT. MILLER, ‘ 
AND TOPHAM, YOU TAKE THE 
A SENTRIES ON THE RIGHT! GREEN 
2, AND DAWSON,COME WITH ME! 


PAS 
1a >) 
: a EXT; ~ . f 





SO FAR ALL HAD GONE ACCORDING TO PLAN. BUT FESS 
IT WAS TOO GOOD TO LAST. SUDDENLY THEY Ds 
HEARD VOICES AND DROPPED INTO COVER... 


is 


SEVEN PLATOON’S LUCK RAN OUT SECONDS LATER WHEN ONE et 
OF THE ENEMY eTPiEne CAUGHT HIS FOOT IN ONE OF THE 





AS STEVE AND CORPORAL MILLER OPENED 
FIRE THE ENEMY TRIED DESPERATELY TO 
REACH COVER — BUT THERE WAS NO ESCAPE... 
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ALL HOPE OF SURPRISE HAD GONE. STEVE KNEW THAT 
OTHER GERMANS WOULD SOON COME TO INVESTIGATE 
THE BURST OF GUNFIRE... 





GET GOING... . 
SERGEANT! 

K WE'LL COVER YOU 
FROM HERE, 


AS SERGEANT CARTER AND HIS PARTY WENT 
OVER THE EDGE, STEVE SPREAD HIS MEN OUT 


7 ALONG THE CLIFF TOP... 


FIND YOURSELVES 
GOOD COVER, LADS. WE'VE 
GOT TO HOLD THEM! 





WHEN THE GERMANS CAME THEY 
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VORWAERTS, - 
 KAMERADEN! / 


THE GERMANS HAD COURAGE, BUT THERE WERE 
NOT ENOUGH OF THEM. FIRING FROM WELL— 
CONCEALED POSITIONS THE BRITISH STOPPED 
THEM IN THEIR TRACKS... 





FIFTY FEET BELOW THE CLIFF TOP, CORPORAL 
MILLER FOUND HIMSELF SWINGING OVER THE 
BARREL OF AN ENEMY EIGHTY—EIGHT. HIS 
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THE GRENADES EXPLODED WITH FEARFUL RESULTS 
rf ~ IN THE CONFINED SPACE OF THE CAVE... 
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62 
AS THE SMOKE CLEARED, MILLER SWUNG HIMSELF 1 |,1___ 
INTO THE CAVE AND BEGAN PLACING HIS SATCHEL ae 


CHARGES... 
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ALL ALONG THE LINE OF CAVES THE RESULTS WERE 
THE SAME AS THE MEN OF SEVEN PLATOON WENT 
ABOUT THEIR TASK WITH COOL EFFICIENCY... 
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=: 


| ONE BY ONE THE DEMOLITION PARTY CONTINUED iM 
THEIR DESCENT TO THE BOTTOM OF THE RIDGE [Mag 
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BE READY TO 

| COVER THE 
[fee §=LIEUTENANT AND 
a i Mee, THE REST OF THE 


IF HE’S NOT y A 
QUICK, HE WON'T Ff 
MAKE IT! i 
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ON THE CLIFF-TOP, STEVE r, 
CHECKED HiS WATCH. IT 
WAS TIME TO MOVE... - 


e 


TIME TO GO, 
MEN! MAKE IT 
SNAPPY! 





THE GERMANS WERE SURGING FORWARD 
ONCE MORE AS THE MEN FELL BACK... 


(sy 


5 iy Ae —a 
os 


¥ 


HE’S QUITE 
A SCRAPPER! MAKE 
THE JERRIES KEEP THEIR 
HEADS DOWN, LADS! 





ARD AND HELPED Him | Y | tf YY 
TO His FEET. ABOVE THEM THE ECHOES. f/ Vif y 
OF THE EXPLOSIONS WERE DYING AWAY... Uy, ify Y, 


THAT'S PUT PAID Q, Yi @: Hy . 
TO THEIR LITTLE GAME, G///Al Song 5; “WY 
| RECKON. NOW WE CAN ALL Uf Gi. Ly yy 


PUSH ON AND HAVE ANOTHER : a p d Ay 
Wifi 


CRACK AT JERRY! 
, 4 
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' MILLER, YOU’RE 
. IMPOSSIBLE! YOU'RE 
ONLY HAPPY WHEN THE. 
LEAD’S FLYING AROUND 
YOUR EARS, STILL, YOU'RE 
RIGHT. | RECKON WE KEPT 
SEVEN PLATOON’S 
___ REPUTATION INTACT 
WITH THIS NIGHT'S WORK! 
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